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Math 9

Course Outline              


Teacher:  Mrs. Christine Mishra        Room: 204

Website:   www.mrsmishra.ca 

Email:       christine.mishra@rbe.sk.ca
Class Messenger (text/email reminder service):
Text: send message “2UK47K” to (650) 252-1369 
Email: send a blank email to 2UK47K@signup.classmessenger.com

    

Welcome to Math 9! 
This course aims to build on students’ existing math skills in order to prepare them for more advanced math courses in high school. There is a lot of content in this course (see back for details), and we will be moving more quickly than students are probably used to from elementary math classes. It is important to complete homework and assignments on time and to avoid falling behind. 


Research shows that quick recall of mental math skills is important for learning new concepts in math. If any previous math skills are weak, it is important to practice this at home as well. Mrs. Mishra will provide some suggestions for resources for this practice.

We will have concept check quizzes every few days, which will assess recent concepts and skills. Each concept and skill will be assessed on at least 3 quizzes, and only the most recent mark will be retained in PowerSchool. Students can complete each quiz as many times as they like until they get a full mark (assessment for mastery). If a student is absent for the quiz, they can still complete it another day. This will be done on their own time, or during spare time in class.
Another thing you should know about Math 9 is that we will be creating Interactive Notebooks (INBs) throughout the year. This is an innovative way to take notes in a more engaging way, which also makes the notes more useful for reference and for studying purposes. It is very important that students take care in creating these notebooks, and also that students make sure they don’t lose their notebooks! The notebooks will be assessed periodically (usually at the end of each unit) as part of the project mark for the course, since they show evidence of student understanding of concepts. Therefore, if students miss any class time, they will be required to check the “While You Were Out” binder for the INB pages they missed, as well as any other content, in order to get caught up as quickly as possible.

Assessment Breakdown
Concept Quizzes & Course Work

50%

Projects




10%

Midterms




20%
Finals*





20%

* Note there will be two comprehensive finals in this course. 
Final Part 1 will be written in January, and will contain all content from September to January (worth 10% total). 
Final Part 2 will be written in June and will contain all content from February to June (worth 10% total).
Course Content

Topics






Approximate Timing

Review





Beginning of September
Addition, Subtraction, Multiplication, and Division of Integers

Number Relationships



September-November
Exponents
Rational Numbers
Irrational Numbers
Square Roots of Rational Numbers

Patterns and Relationships


November-January


Polynomials- operations and classification

Solving Equations 
Single Variable Linear Inequalities 
Understanding Linear Relationships

Shape and Space




February-April

Surface Area of 3D objects

Similarity of 2D Shapes

Properties of Circles

Statistics and Probability



April-June

Applying Statistics to the Real World

Displaying information

Probability in society

SWC Attendance Incentive Program 
(aka Freeze or Earned Option – freeze course mark before finals)


To Qualify for the Incentive for This Class, YOU MUST:

· Have a NO MORE THAN 7 TOTAL ABSENCES during the semester

· Absences include: Excused, School-Excused, and Unexcused


· Have NO MORE THAN 3 TOTAL LATES during the semester

· Includes excused and unexcused. Must be in class BEFORE the bell to be considered on time

· All ASSIGNMENTS must be completed in a satisfactory way (no zeros)


· Have NO MORE THAN 3 TOTAL LATE ASSIGNMENTS throughout the semester

· If you request and are granted an extension BEFORE THE DEADLINE, this does not count as a late assignment. Extensions will be granted at the teacher’s discretion.
· When you are absent for any reason, the assignment is considered to be due on the first day you return to classes.

· You must have AT LEAST 50% in this class, ONE WEEK BEFORE THE END OF CLASSES.


· NO UNEXCUSED ABSENSES (SKIPPING), and NO SUSPENSIONS during the semester

Mrs. Mishra’s Specific Expectations


Be present. Be on time.  
School starts promptly at 8:30 a.m. and in the afternoon at 1:10p.m.

· If you come late to class, you are not only affecting your own learning, but also disrupting the learning of your peers. Please enter the room QUIETLY if you are late, and immediately sit down and get to work. If the door is closed, knock once and wait patiently to be let in. 
· Absences of any kind will count against your eligibility for the Attendance Incentive
· If you miss a day, or will be late for any reason, you and/or your family need to inform the Office by calling 523-3550.  

· Your SWAP teachers will be contacting home on a weekly basis for those who need encouragement regarding their attendance, punctuality, and assignments.

· Students planning on missing extended periods of time must fill out an Application for Exemption form from the Office.
Come prepared for class

· Make certain you have Google school account.  Many of your teachers will expect that you are able to complete work using Google.

· If you have technology at home available to you, please bring it and use it each day as requested by your teacher.  Remember you, and only you, are responsible for your technology.

· Bring all materials with you each day (textbook, binder, paper, calculator, writing utensils, highlighter – plus other materials when requested)

· Phone calculators will be allowed during class time at the teacher’s discretion, however, not ever for exams.  Please buy and use a scientific calculator.
· A scientific calculator must have a square root button at the very least.

Technology (cell phones, tablets and other devices)

· Cell phones and other devices may only be used with permission from Mrs. Mishra during class time. 

· The following are encouraged uses of your technology (but all still require permission to do them during class time):
· Use your technology to check on your own progress in PowerSchool.
· Use your technology for organizational purposes (enter due dates, reminders, etc)

· Use your technology for educational purposes (calculator, graphing app, measurement conversions, internet research)

· If there is a non-educational reason to use your device, you must ask Mrs. Mishra.  

· When asked to put your phone or other device away, please do so immediately. If you do not, it may be confiscated for the rest of class or the rest of the day, at the teacher’s discretion.

· Confiscated cell phones will be held by Mrs. Mishra or in the office and returned at the discretion of the teacher and/or administration.
· There is a “phone jail” organizer in class, which students may use to charge their phones during class (no visitation rights!), which may be a good option if students are distracted by their phone or device during class.
Assignments

· You are responsible for material missed due to your absence. You should always check the extra handout folders (at the back of the room) and the While You Were Out binder first for any missed handouts, then ask another student, and then come speak to Mrs. Mishra.
· Assignments will also be posted on the class blog, so check there as well!
· Neatness is expected for all assignments, especially your INB. Be proud of your work!

· Please hand in hard-copy assignments TO THE HAND-IN FOLDER, not on my desk or anywhere else unless specifically instructed.
Deadlines
Assignments must be completed and handed in by the specified due date.  

· It is the sole responsibility of the student to be aware of and to submit assignments on time.

· If you have an excused absence, the assignment(s) will be due the first day you return.
· Missing assignments, projects and tests will be marked as a zero and the “missing” indicator will be attached. This zero will remain until arrangements are made to make up the work, through discussion with the teacher.

· All late assignments should still be completed (remember: these are learning experiences, not just busy work). 
· Assignments that are handed in more than a couple of days late without prior arrangements will be kept in a Mercy File and assessed only at the teacher’s discretion and if necessary to pass the course.
· Late and missing assignments will impact eligibility for the Attendance Incentive Program
Exams are to be written at the designated date and time

· Chapter, Unit and  Midterm Exams will be set with a minimum of one calendar week notice
· If students are not able to write at the date and time designated, and their absence is excused, they may choose:

· To not write the exam and a mark of 0 will be entered

· To write missed exams on the designated re-write day, or at another time by appointment.

Note: Flexibility will be granted to students who advocate for themselves well in advance
· If students miss an exam with an unexcused absence, they will receive a zero.
· Students needing to write Final Exams on an alternate date must fill out an Application for Exemption Form at the Office in advance.

Extra Help

· Mrs. Mishra is always happy to provide extra help! Come by Room 204 at lunch (after 12:35), or after school (computer lab Mon and Thursdays after school). It’s important that you take responsibility for your learning, and I’m always more than willing to help you out if you show some initiative! I am only teaching half time this year (afternoons), so I will not always be in the school in the morning or before school.
