Mrs. Mishra’s Tips for Success – Math 9

Here are some things you should know about Math 9 to help you be successful:
1) There is a lot of content in this class, and we will be moving faster than you did in elementary. Try your very best to stay on top of things - it is much easier to keep up than it is to catch up! Also, not to scare you, but every future high school math class you take will be moving even faster than this one does - so learning to stay on top of things now is crucial!
2) Practice, practice, practice! Math is a skill like any other, and skills take practice to learn. Homework is important because most of you will not have time to finish all the practice you need during class time. There are homework spaces in the school at lunchtime and before and after school, as well as my classroom - make use of these! There are also some excellent online resources and even apps that you can use to brush up on your skills.
3) Ask for help when you need it! Needing help is not a sign of weakness; it is a sign of self-awareness, which is a really important thing to develop. I cannot read your mind, so I won't know what you need help with unless you let me know. If I try to help and you still don't get it, you need to let me know that too and I'll try to explain it a different way!
4) Don't give up! I find that the main thing that separates students who do well in math, from those who do poorly, is NOT "being smart" - it's perseverance or grit (sticking to it, even when it's difficult). Learning new things can be difficult, but you can do it - sometimes it takes several tries! In fact, research shows that making mistakes and struggling actually help to make your grown grow new connections and makes your brain stronger. So keep struggling, it's helping!
5) Work on becoming an independent learner and taking responsibility for your own success. High school means increased responsibility for your own learning. Your teachers and parents and other adults in your life are here to support you, but ultimately it is YOU who must decide if you want to be successful.
[bookmark: _GoBack]If you keep these things in mind as you go through grade 9 (and particularly Math 9), you will find that the rest of high school goes much more smoothly. Keep a positive attitude and remember that you can do it if you keep at it!
Another tip I can offer is to stay up to date - you should check the class blog and our course calendar regularly, and I strongly suggest that you sign up for Remind, to get the latest reminders on the go!
Best of Luck This Year!
Mrs. Mishra
